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WELCOME
JONATHAN SMITH | LEAD PASTOR

Welcome to this 12 week series in the Minor Prophets!

Some may be surprised to learn that we’re going to
devote a quarter of 2018 to these books, and I get why…

First of all, they’re in the Old Testament, and one thing our
culture is sure of is that New is better than Old. Also,
they’re Minor Prophets, which means they’re probably
somehow less important than the Major ones, right? If
that’s what you’re thinking, then it explains why these
books are some of the least-read in Scripture.

But here’s the thing about the Old Testament: It comprises
three-quarters of your Bible and forms the foundation for
everything we read in the New!

Also, don’t be mislead by the name, Minor. It just refers to
the fact that these books are shorter than their Major
counterparts (like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel etc.). In fact,
this misunderstanding dates back to the early church, so
Saint Augustine wrote in The City of God: “…the book of

the twelve prophets [are] called the minor from the brevity
of their writings, as compared with those [who] published
larger volumes.”

Several centuries before the birth of Christ, these minor
books were collecting together in one scroll and became
known as The Twelve. They represent the last four
centuries of Old Testament history from the eighth to the
fifth century B.C., making them the final Word given by
God before he steps into human history as the Messiah.

In putting together this series, my prayer is that we would
see more clearly:
‣ Our connection with the Old Covenant people of
Israel in all of their garbage and glory;

‣ The justice of God that judges sinners, and the mercy
of God that pardons them;

‣ The wonderful truth that all of God’s promises have
their “Yes” in the Lord Jesus.

Yours, JS+
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TRENDING TOPICS
#JUSTICE #APOSTASY #LOVE #SOVEREIGNTY #MERCY #JUDGEMENT #WORSHIP #COVENANT

Like all of the prophets of the Old Testament, the men
who wrote these books were set-apart by God to call His
people back to himself.

Broadly speaking, the spoken words of these prophets
were written down so that, when fulfilled, their words
might prove the covenant-keeping love of God to future
generations of His people.

God’s purpose is that these writings would serve as a
lamp to guide the remnant of the faithful during the dark
days of judgment and long years of waiting until the
arrival of the Messiah. As the Apostle Peter wrote:

“And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to
which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all,
that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the
will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried

along by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Pet 1:19).

Thus we have these inspired books to help point us to
Jesus, but as they do, they also reveal much about the
nature of God and man.

God is #love. He is slow to anger and abounding in
faithfulness. He extends #mercy and keeps his #covenant
promises. He also rules as King. No human power can
overcome his #sovereignty. He meets the unfaithfulness
and #apostasy of his people with #judgement designed
to overcome their hard-heartedness and bring them back
to him. As King, he can’t abide sin, and through his
prophets, calls his people to #justice in the way they live.

The only right response to the words of God’s prophets is
repentance and #worship. Not everyone sees it this way,
but those that do are met by God with unmerited
forgiveness.
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READING PL AN & SERIES OUTLINE
THE MINOR PROPHETS | RED DOOR SERMON SERIES

PRE-READING TEXT SERMON DATE SERMON TITLE

17-22 SEP Hosea 23 SEP What’s True Love?

24-29 SEP Joel 30 SEP Who Gets Saved?

TWO WEEK BREAK: 7TH OCT - RIDLEY SUNDAY; 14TH OCT - 10TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

15-20 OCT Amos 21 OCT Does God Care?

22-27 OCT Obadiah 28 OCT Does God Hate?

29 OCT-03 NOV Jonah 04 NOV Am I Lost?

05-10 NOV Micah 11 NOV What's God’s Will?

12-17 NOV Nahum 18 NOV Who’s In Charge?

19-24 NOV Habakkuk 25 NOV What's True Happiness?

26 NOV-01 DEC Zephaniah 02 DEC What's After Death?

3-8 DEC Haggai 09 DEC Where’s Your Treasure?

10-15 DEC Zechariah 16 DEC Will God Forgive?

17-22 DEC Malachi 23 DEC What’s Real Worship?
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HOSEA - WHAT’S TRUE LOVE?
WEEK ONE | #LOVE #UNFAITHFULNESS #SHAME #FORGIVENESS

THE BIG IDEA

Gomer, Israel, you and I are all in the same boat - our only
hope is in a love we will never deserve.

CONTEXT (c. 8th-7th century B.C.)

The prophet Hosea’s major concern was the worship of
the false god, Baal - an act of idolatry he understood to
be the reason for Israel’s trials. Baal was the weather-god
worshiped in Syria-Palestine, who had control over
agriculture and fertility, rainfall and productivity. Since
ancient Israel was always an agricultural society, Baal
worship was rife. Baal was said to inhabit different shrines,
e.g. Baal-peor (9:10). One major aspect of Baalism was its
appeal to human sexuality (Isa. 57:3–10). Other aspects -
such as drunkenness, bestiality, human sacrifice,
mutilations, and incest - appear in the book, but Hosea
sees the strength of Baalism in its appeal to the sex drive
by way of ritual prostitution.

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#love • A topic our culture is fascinated by! Think about
how the world understands (and misunderstands) love.
Put together a brief explanation of how you would
describe God’s view of love. (cf. 1 John 4:9-10)

#unfaithfulness • Consider how God is personally grieved
by sin. Reflect on the way Hosea links adultery and
idolatry. How would you explain God’s view of sin to a
friend or family member who doesn’t understand it?

#shame • Everyone you know has experienced it. Think
about the relationship between guilt and shame. How
would you counsel a friend who is overcome with shame?

#forgiveness • Gomer represents Israel’s unfaithfulness,
and she also represents us. All of us have been unfaithful
to God and desperately need His forgiveness. On what
basis does God forgive us? (cf. 13:14; 14:4-7; 2 Cor 5:12)
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JOEL - WHO GETS SAVED?
WEEK TWO | #LAMENT #REPENTANCE #JUDGEMENT #SALVATION

THE BIG IDEA

God will save those who repent of their sins and trust him
alone as Saviour and Lord.

CONTEXT (c. 7th-6th century B.C.)

Joel calls the people of Israel to repent and return to the
Lord during a time of national disaster. This crisis is first
experienced as a locust plague that has destroyed both
wine (1:5, 7, 12) and grain (1:10) and therefore threatens
the ability of the people of God to present offerings in the
temple (1:9, 13, 16). Joel may have left out any historian
references (to Kings, events etc.) so that his book would
serve as a lament in the ongoing life of God’s people
during other times of national tragedy.

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#lament • The practice of lamentation is not one we are
very familiar with today. In the past it served as a way for
God’s people to express their brokenness over sin, or their
grief over certain events. Reflect on what we are missing
by not practicing lament, and think about how we could
better incorporate this in church/family life.

#repentance • “…is both a one-off event, and an ongoing
daily exercise.” True or false?

#judgement • In Joel, the locust invasion was a small act
of God’s judgement that pointed them toward a greater
Judgement that would come to all. Do you think God
does this today?

#salvation • “As much as anything else, sinners need to
be saved from God himself, and more than anything else,
a sinner’s only hope is in God himself.” True or false?
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AMOS - DOES GOD CARE?
WEEK THREE | #COMPASSION #JUSTICE #PROSPERIT Y #LEADERSHIP

THE BIG IDEA

God’s care for his people is often expressed in discipline.
Like a good father, God cares about his children enough
to judge them.

CONTEXT (c. 793–739 B.C.)

Israel was experiencing a time of wealth and prosperity
unparalleled since the day of Solomon. They took this to
be a sign of the blessing of God. But in fact, their present
wealth and power had been amassed at the expense of
the poor, whom the rich and powerful were systematically
oppressing. In fact, as Amos showed, they were actually
under the curse of God because of their breaches of their
covenant with him. Their worship of God was little more
than attempts at magical manipulation of him, much like
the religion of their pagan neighbours. It was Amos’ task
to expose their sin and warn of God’s coming judgement.

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#discipline • When it comes to God’s treatment of us,
what is the difference between discipline and
condemnation? How do you know which is which?

#compassion • The poet William Cowper wrote: “Man
may dismiss compassion from his heart, but God never
will”. How would you reassure a friend who is struggling
to experience God’s care?

#prosperity • If all our money is ultimately given by God,
then is more wealth necessarily evidence of his favour?
Explain.

#leadership • God promised to particularly judge the
leaders of Israel for being more concerned with their own
comfort than the wellbeing of God’s people (cf. 4:1-3; 6:1-
7). What leadership lessons can be learned from the book
of Amos?
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OBADIAH - DOES GOD HATE?
WEEK FOUR | #ENEMIES #PRIDE #RETRIBUTION #SAFETY

THE BIG IDEA

God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.
He will ultimately overcome his enemies, and save those
who remain faithful to him.

CONTEXT (c. 586-553 B.C.)

God’s people experienced his judgment when Babylon
invaded Jerusalem (v. 11). The Edomites (descendants of
Jacob’s brother Esau and one of Israel’s neighbours)
should have assisted their brothers during the invasion -
instead they sided with Israel’s enemies (vv. 10–14).

God’s people were put to public shame, yet Edom felt
secure in spite of its treachery. On the face of it, Israel’s
enemies were in charge, ruling over the future of Israel.
The book of Lamentations describes the political,
economical, and theological devastation of the exile.
Thus, Obadiah speaks to people rightly asking: Will God’s
plan to bring blessing to the world through Israel fail?

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#enemies • The idea of God having enemies seems
strange to most of us. Does God have enemies? Where
does the Bible describe God hating someone?

#pride • John Stott wrote “At every stage of our Christian
development, and in every sphere of our Christian
discipleship, pride is our greatest enemy and humility our
greatest friend.” What does pride look like for you?

#retribution • Read Romans 12:19. Does the doctrine of
God’s retributive justice comfort you? Why might
someone experience it as either comforting or
threatening?

#safety • God’s eternal Kingdom is our only hope for true
and lasting security. Read Ephesians 2:1-3; Hebrews 10:26-
27; James 4:4. What hope do God’s enemies have of
experience the Kingdom?
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JONAH - AM I LOST?
WEEK FIVE | #SOVEREIGNTY #OBEDIENCE #MISSION #MERCY

THE BIG IDEA

God’s boundless mercy extends both to disobedient
Israelites like Jonah, and to lost pagans like the Ninevites.

CONTEXT (c.750-300 B.C.)

Jonah prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II (2
Kings 14:23–28), who ruled in Israel from 782 to 753 B.C.

God called Jonah to go to the great Assyrian city of
Nineveh to preach judgment. Jonah attempted to escape
the Lord’s calling by sailing in the opposite direction from
Joppa to Tarshish, probably near Spain. Eventually he
obeyed the Lord and traveled overland to Nineveh at the
heart of the Assyrian Empire.

Jesus saw Jonah’s rescue from death as an analogy for
his own resurrection (Matt. 12:39–40). The repentance of
the Ninevites prefigures the wide-spread repentance of
the Gentiles (Matt. 28:18–20).

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#sovereignty • God uses a storm and a fish to overcome
Jonah’s disobedience and deliver him to the mission field.
Do you experience God’s sovereign power as mainly
threatening or comforting? Explain.

#obedience • Jonah’s attempt to run away from God at
the beginning of the book is comical, but we all do this in
varying ways. How are you running from God? What
commands/callings are you disobeying/disregarding?

#mission • Jonah refuses to preach to the Ninevites
because they’re wicked and he fears that God will have
mercy on them. Are you tempted to think the same of
today’s world? How does this book confront that thinking?

#mercy • The message of Jonah is that God’s love is
expansive, reaching all people. His mercy is inexhaustible.
With this in mind, pray for loved ones who you are
tempted to think are beyond the reach of God’s love.
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MICAH - WHAT’S GOD’S WILL?
WEEK SIX | #SIN #REMNANT #JUSTICE #GRACE

THE BIG IDEA

God’s will is for his people to respond to his love by doing
justice, practicing loving-kindness, and walking humbly
with him (6:8).

CONTEXT (c.750-687 B.C.)

Micah writes in order to bring God’s “lawsuit” against his
people (3:8). He denounces them for their sins which
include: idolatry (1:7; 5:12–14); the seizure of property (2:2,
9); the failure of civil leadership (3:1–3, 9–10; 7:3), religious
leadership (3:11), and prophetic leadership (3:5–7, 11); and
corrupt business practices and violence (6:10–12).

God’s people are not living according to God’s will, and
Micah sees the enemy nations of Assyria and Babylon as
instruments of God’s coming judgement. However, Micah
also sees a coming Shepherd-King who will gather and
deliver a faithful remnant (2:12–13; 4:6–8; 7:14, 18).

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#sin • Talking about sin seems so antiquated in today’s
world, but it’s also one of the things that makes God’s
grace so amazing. How would you explain the doctrine of
sin to an unbelieving friend/colleague/schoolmate?

#remnant • Micah foretold that there would be a faithful
remnant in Israel who would experience God’s
forgiveness and be part of his plan to bless the world
through the Messiah’s rule. In a culture of unbelief, how
can you be sure you are part of God’s faithful remnant?

#justice • If a prophet accused the Australian church of
being self-indulgent and of neglecting the poor, what role
could he accuse you of playing in this?

#grace • God’s grace flows from his steadfast love and is
grounded in his faithfulness to his promises (Mic. 7:18–20).
Why should we be even more sure of this than Micah
was?
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NAHUM - WHO’S IN CHARGE?
WEEK SEVEN | #CONTROL #SUFFERING #JEALOUSY #REFUGE

THE BIG IDEA

During this life we will at times be tempted to think that we
are in control, or alternatively, that our enemies are in
charge, but neither is true: God alone is at the helm.

CONTEXT (c. 664-612 B.C.)

Nahum’s book is the sequel to the book of Jonah, with a
depressing plot-twist… Jonah’s mission to Nineveh was a
success, the Ninevites heeded his message, repented,
and were spared God’s judgment. But this repentance did
not last. The Assyrians annexed the northern kingdom of
Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah, and in 722 B.C.
they brought to an end the northern kingdom of Israel.

Nahum was sent by God to announce the fall of Nineveh
and the destruction of Assyria. This was because Ninevah
was a godless and idolatrous city of violence, lust, and
greed. Nineveh was destroyed in 612 B.C., never to be
restored, marking the end of the Assyrian empire.

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#control • It’s easy for us to assume that we are in control
of our lives. Reflect on events in your life that have shown
you that control is an illusion.

#suffering • Should Christians expect to experience
trouble and hardship in this life? If so, how can God’s
people plan and prepare for it?

#jealousy • Read 1:1-2. What does it mean that God is
“jealous”? Why should it encourage and comfort us, as
well us challenge and convict us?

#refuge • Read 1:7. Where do you go instinctively when
you feel stressed, depressed, or attacked? What is your
‘refuge’? If your instinct isn’t to run to the Lord (you’re not
alone!), why do you think those other options are
preferable in the moment?
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HABAKKUK - WHAT’S TRUE HAPPINESS?
WEEK EIGHT | #FRUSTRATION #FAITH #HAPPINESS #ETERNITY

THE BIG IDEA

God’s will is for his people to respond to his love by doing
justice, practicing loving-kindness, and walking humbly
with him (6:8).

CONTEXT (c. 7th-6th century B.C.)

Habakkuk never addresses the people of Judah directly,
instead it records a dialogue between the prophet and
God. The first two chapters contain Habakkuk’s
prayers/complaints and God’s replies.

Habakkuk is troubled by what God is doing: “How could
a good God use a wicked nation to punish a less wicked
one?” God makes it clear that both nations are in the
wrong, and both will be judged.

Though Habakkuk may not fully understand, he learns
(like Job) to rely totally on God’s wisdom and justice to
make things right, which leads him to praise and worship.

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#frustration • Habakkuk is honest with God concerning
his frustration. Does his honesty lead him to irreverence?
How can we be honest with God without belittling him?

#faith • What is the nature of Biblical faith? Is it more than
giving mental ascent to a list of truths? If so, how is it
different, and how can you know you have real faith? (cf.
Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38)

#happiness • What is the key to happiness? To what
extent do you require other things (even good things) to
be happy?

#eternity • “If your version of Christianity makes sense
even if there is nothing after the grave, then you have
been sold a false product.” If this is true, how does it
challenge your current way of thinking/living? (cf. 1 Cor.
15:19)
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ZEPHANIAH - WHAT’S AF TER DEATH?
WEEK NINE | #WRATH #REPENTANCE #COVENANT #RESTORATION

THE BIG IDEA

The “Day of the Lord” is coming. A day of judgment
against those who sin against God, and one of blessing
for those who trust and obey him.

CONTEXT (c. 640–609 B.C.)

Despite seeing the destruction and exile of their northern
neighbour, Israel, a short while ago, Judah refuses to turn
back to God.

However, the reign of the godly King Josiah provides a
great opportunity to make this move, and God, through
Zephaniah, wants to make clear the decision that lies
before Judah, along with the consequences of that
decision.

God is calling for Judah’s punishment because she has
already shown herself sinful, however, if she repents and
abandons her evil, “perhaps” God will forgive (2:3).

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#wrath • Read 1:10-18. The Day of the Lord is a day of
wrath against God’s people, and indeed, all of humanity.
Does the picture painted by Zephaniah seem harsh to
you? How can a God of love also be a God of wrath?

#repentance • Read 2:1-3. What does repentance look
like? What promises in scripture do we have that appear
more assured than that of verse 3?

#covenant • What covenant (if any) has God made with
us as Christians? What does it mean for us to honour our
covenant with him?

#restoration • Will God restore all people to himself in the
end? If not, who will God restore?
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HAGGAI - WHERE’S YOUR TREASURE?
WEEK TEN | #TIME #TALENT #TREASURE #TEMPLE

THE BIG IDEA

Our time, talent, and treasure are God’s gift to us to be
stewarded for his glory.

CONTEXT (c. 520 B.C.)

In the sixth century B.C. Haggai speaks to the returned
exiles from the Babylonian captivity. The Persian ruler
Cyrus the Great (559–530 B.C.) captured Babylon in 539.
His edict in 538 B.C. permitted the return of Jews to
Jerusalem so that they might rebuild the temple. Initial
work stalled, however, when opposition arose (see the
books of Ezra and Nehemiah).

The events within the book of Haggai take place during
the reign of Darius I (522–486 B.C.), a general who rose to
power following the death of Cyrus’ son Cambyses
(530–522). Darius’ support was vital for the completion of
the temple (Ezra 5–6).

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#time • What time commitments keep you from serving
God’s people in your local church?

#talent • What are your gifts and talents? How could you
better use your God-given talent to aid the mission of
gospel, serve the poor, build the church?

#treasure • If a friend looked at your bank statements
from the last three months, what would they say your
priorities are? If you’re a Christian, would they say your
priorities are any different from a non-christian?

When was the last time you increased your percentage of
giving? What could you do to plan for it?

#temple • Christians today are not called to invest their
money in a temple, but in the church. Given that the
church is not a building but the gathered people of God,
how can we invest in building up the church?
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ZECHARIAH - WILL GOD FORGIVE?
WEEK ELEVEN | #IDOLATRY #FORGIVENESS #MESSIAH #ASSURANCE

THE BIG IDEA

God assures his people of his forgiveness and love by
sending his Messiah into the world to save them.

CONTEXT (c. 6th-5th century B.C.)

Nearly 20 years after the return of God’s people from the
Babylonian exile (538 B.C.), their earlier enthusiasm had
been replaced by discouragement. The foundation of the
temple had been laid shortly after their return, but
powerful opposition had prevented any further progress.

Zechariah encouraged the people by prophesying that
the temple that was being rebuilt was a sign of the Lord’s
commitment to his people that would be demonstrated by
the ultimate removal of all their sin (3:8–10). This would
happen when the promised Davidic king, “the Branch”,
arrived (3:8). The result would be peace, harmony, and
prosperity for all the people, as the Lord once more dwelt
in their midst.

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#idolatry • Discuss this quote: “Sex has become the
worship of Baal today; marriage is now merely a means
of self-fulfilment, with sex as its sacred rite.” - M. Bentley

#forgiveness • What can you do to show your gratitude
to God for saving and sustaining you? How can you
encourage others to live in the same spirit of praise and
thanksgiving?

#messiah • The book of Zechariah is used extensively in
the New Testament concerning the Messiah’s coming.
Read the following and discuss their significance: Zech.
8:16 (in Eph. 4:25), Zech. 9:9 (in Matt. 21:5 and John 12:15),
Zech. 11:12–13 (in Matt. 27:9–10), Zech. 12:10 (in John
19:37), and Zech. 13:7 (in Matt. 26:31 and Mark 14:27).

#assurance • Zechariah prophesied a final victory of God
over his enemies and for his people. Do you believe such
a victory is coming? What makes you sure of it?
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MAL ACHI - WHAT’S REAL WORSHIP?
WEEK TWELVE | #NOMINALISM #MARRIAGE #OPPRESSION #STEWARDSHIP

THE BIG IDEA

True worship consists of making all of life all about Jesus.

CONTEXT (c. 450 B.C.)

As prophesied in Scripture, God’s people would be
allowed to return to Jerusalem after 70 years of exile. That
was fulfilled in 537 B.C. when they were allowed by King
Cyrus of Persia to return to Israel and begin rebuilding.

However, around 100 years later, Malachi is sent by God
to speak strong words of rebuke to His fellow Israelites. In
contrast to the glowing promises of spiritual revival, the
harsh reality was one of economic disaster, prolonged
drought, crop failure, and pestilence.

God’s people are relatively free from the idolatry that
plagued previous generations, but their faith has become
a dead religion. In response to this, Malachi’s prophecy
comes as a wake-up call to true worship of the Living
God.

KEY TEACHING POINTS

#nominalism • What do you think motivates someone to
become ‘affiliated’ with a religion without it affecting the
way they live their life? Can you relate?

#marriage • Why does God care so much about whom
we marry? How would you counsel another believer who
is considering marrying an unbeliever?

#oppression • How does your life currently reflect a
concern for justice, particularly for the down-trodden and
oppressed? What could you do to increase your impact?

#stewardship • What are some common reasons
Christians give for withholding financial generosity? What
holds you back personally from giving to the church and
to charity?
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OUR VISION FOR SMALL GROUPS
PHIL PIKE | SMALL GROUPS DIRECTOR

MISSION STATEMENT:

Small groups exist to assist the people at Red Door to
make all of life all about Jesus by fellowshipping together,
praying and sharing the Word of God.

In August Pastor Jono shared the four aspects of the vision
of the church from Romans 15.

These were Mission, Mercy, Prayer and Fellowship. Small
groups fulfil part of this vision as we pray together and
share fellowship. This in turn builds up the body of Christ.

Our goal is to have groups in different areas of the Melton
Shire to enable the members of Red Door to attend a
small group in their area on a night or at a time that suits
them.

Our mission is that members of small groups would feel
loved, cared for, encouraged and fed by the Word.

Groups meet in various locations in Melbourne’s outer-
west. If you would like to join, host, or lead a Small Group,
please contact me: 0488 010 717; p_pike@bigpond.com

Be blessed, Phil
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